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Some grave histories in the West graveyard 

W022 HOWELL John & Ann 

W044 MACKROW Robert  

W046 THOMAS James, Mary, Henry, George 

W047 THOMAS Henry & Jemima 

W049 HOWELL John, Grace & Diana 

W059/60/61 BRISTOW William, Ansley & Mary 

W098 WALKER William 

	  



John and Anne were living at East Chiltington at
the time of the 1861 Census. He was a Road
Labourer, aged 73 years.

Born in 1788 he was the illegitimate son of
Elizabeth Howell, eldest daughter of Thomas
and Elizabeth Howell. John and Ann raised nine
children.

Ann died the day after her husband. No cause
of death is given in the Parish Registers.

Was it contagious sickness, accident or
broken heart?

W022 JOHN & ANN HOWELL

Sacred to the Memory of
JOHN HOWELL, who departed

this life February 4th, 1867
aged 79 years - also of

ANN, his beloved wife, who departed
this life February 5th, 1867

aged 75 years

Sussex Express 16th March 1867

CHILTINGTON
DEATH OF AN AGED COUPLE – An old
couple, well known and respected in this
neighbourhood, have departed this life. There
names were John and Ann Howell. The husband
was employed as a labourer on the highway, and,
although poor, the couple had brought up a family
of nine children in a very creditable manner. Mrs
Howell only survived her husband 36 hours. They
were buried side by side in the old churchyard at
Hamsey, amid the sincere grief of many relatives
and friends. Mr. F. Oden was the undertaker.

Pictures taken after clearing in 2016



W044 ROBERT MACKROW

Robert Mackrow’s parents
Robert Snr and Harriet

ROBERT MACKROW.

Died August 30 1864

age 30 years.

O Lord thy will be done.

Robert William Mackrow was born on 9 November
1836 in London. He was baptized on 11 December
1836 at St. Marylebone Church. At that time his
father, Robert Mackrow was a Servant in Belgrave
Square. Both his parents had come to London from
Norfolk - his father was from Tottington, and his
mother, the former Harriet Baldry, was from
Geldeston.

His parents had married at St. Marylebone Church
in 1830. Robert was their fifth child and only son.
His parents went on to have five more daughters
after Robert was born.

In the 1841 census, Robert was a 4-year old living
in Belgrave Cottages. In 1851, he was a 14-year
old scholar...relatively old to still be at school for
those days, so I infer that schooling was important
to his parents. By 1861, Robert was a 24-year old
Footman in Gloucester Square, Paddington.

It is my belief that Robert was employed by the
Whitfeld family at Hamsey House. With his father's
whole life in service there must have been many
connections that had been made over the years

His death certificate states that he was a butler. His
cause of death is given as
“Congestion of the brain” and he had
been ill for three days. I imagine that
his employer paid for his burial and
headstone.

Robert's parents lived on till the
1880's. Their only son's death must
have been a terrible blow



This is the grave of four children of Henry and Jemima Thomas of Lower Tulleys
Wells Farm who died of diphtheria within a month of each other.

Diphtheria was once a major cause of illness and death among children until
effective immunization was developed in the 1920s. It was a highly contagious
bacterial infection affecting the throat.

W046 JAMES, MARY, HENRY & GEORGE THOMAS

Sacred to Memory of

JAMES FRENCH

eldest son of

HENRY and JEMIMA THOMAS

(Née French)

of this parish

Died May 24th 1863 age 14 years

also of

MARY ANN their eldest daughter

died June 2nd 1863 aged 18 years

also of

HENRY their second son,

died June 2nd 1863 age 11 years

also of

GEORGE JAMES their fourth son,

died June 24th 1863 age 4 years



Henry was born in Southwick in 1815
and married Jemima French at St
George’s Church, Brighton. They
moved to Lower Tulleyswells Farm,
Cooksbridge, between 1835-1840.
Henry probably took the farm to grow
potatoes for the Brighton trade in
which some of his relatives were
engaged. He became known as
“TATER THOMAS”. Henry and
Jemima had four daughters and five
sons.

Sadly three sons and one daughter
died of diptheria in 1863. They are
buried in the adjacent grave.

Two remaining sons became farmers,
Frank, the youngest, remained at
Lower Tulleyswells.

W047 HENRY & JEMIMA THOMAS

In loving memory of

HENRY THOMAS

who died April 15th 1902 age 87 years

also of

JEMIMA, wife of above

who died January 14th 1912 age 91 years

Henry and Jemima Thomas



Born at Hamsey in 1754, John was the

second son of William Howell (yeoman) and

Ann (nee Pollington). He married twice, firstly

Grace Earl (of Barcombe) at Hamsey in 1777.

They had two sons, Charles b.1778 and John

b. 1780 who became a wheelwright and

farmer. Grace died in 1783 (maybe in

childbirth – she was only 27 years old) and

by 1790 John had married Diana Stepney.

They had six children – four sons and two

daughters.

John appears in the Barcombe Overseers’

Rate Book from 1817 to 1835 being assessed

for part of S. Earl’s land (a relative by his first

marriage?). After his death The assessment

was in the name of his second wife, Diana

Howell. She lived until 1848, living for a time

at Over’s Farm, Cooksbridge. When she died

she was buried with her husband and his first

wife. There are three footstones and one

headstone.

W049 JOHN GRACE & DIANA HOWELL

In Memory of GRACE,
wife of JOHN HOWELL,

who departed this Life
July 2nd, 1783
aged 27 years -

 also of  above named
JOHN HOWELL

who departed this life
Octr. 21st, 1835
age 81 years -

also of
DIANA, his widow,

who departed this life
February 20th, 1848

age 78 years.



W059,60, 61 WILLIAM, ANSLEY & MARY BRISTOW

William Bristow managed the Hamsey brickyard at Bevern Bridge from 1841 until his death
in 1871. William and wife, Ansley, had eleven children – six boys and five girls – daughter
Mary dying in infancy. Ansley only survived her husband by two months.

In Memory of ANSLEY
wife of WILLIAM BRISTOW

late of this parish
who died July 30th, 1871

aged 62 years
(Nee URIDGE)

In Memory of
WILLIAM BRISTOW

late of this parish
who died May 15, 1871

aged 76 years

Sacred to the Memory of
MARY, daughter of

WILLIAM and ANSLEY
BRISTOW,

who died 23rd May, 1851
aged 1 year and 8 months.



W098 WILLIAM WALKER

IN MEMORY OF
WILLIAM WALKER

WHO WAS CAUGHT IN THE
MACHINERY OF A MILL AND
WAS KILLED IN AN INSTANT

ON THE 9TH FEBRY 1842
AGED 44 YEARS

BY ACCIDENT FROM LABOR BORN
A FATHER SLEEPS BELOW

TWELVE CHILDREN AND THEIR MOTHER MOURN
THE KEENESS OF THE BLOW

THAT HIS SAD FATE MAY LONG BE KNOWN
AND LONG RECORDED HERE

HIS ELDER SONS ERECT THIS STONE
AND ASK THE READERS TEAR

William Walker walked each day from
Copyhold Cottages, where he lived with
his wife and twelve children, to one of
the windmills on Kingston Ridge where
he worked for Mr John Sicklemore. He
sadly met with a fatal accident on
February 9th 1842.

It bothered me that William left behind
a widow with 12 children and a one
month old infant. I had visions of her
going to the work house. However, she
remained in Copyhold Cottages for
some years, probably being supported
by her elder sons, who erected the stone
to their father. William's son, Herbert, is
buried near his father. There was also
a public subscription

LEWES – DREADFUL AND  FATAL ACCIDENT
CORONERS INQUEST – On Thursday last an inquest was
held at the Black Horse Inn in this town, before F.H.Gell
Esq., on view of the body of William Walker, a married man,
aged about 45 years, who met his death under the dreadful
circumstances described in the following evidence.

Sussex Express, February 1842.

LAMENTABLE DEATH. – LEWES
The following melancholy case is submitted to the kind consideration of a charitable and humane
public, earnestly entreating their pecunary assistance on behalf of the widow and twelve children of
WILLIAM WALKER, miller, late in the employ of Mr John Sicklemore, of St. Anne’s, Lewes, who
was accidentally killed at the Northern Kingston Mill, while engaged in his usual occupation. (For
particulars see Inquest in this week’s Express)

This appeal is made to the public for the benefit of the bereaved widow (with an infant  under a
month old and large family) of one who during a long and severe struggle with the world maintained
an honest, upright, industrious and praiseworthy character: and it is confidently hoped that it will not
be made in vain.

Sussex Express, February 1842.

Picture taken by J. Long
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